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and a Moslem army was drawn up to contest the landing of
the Crusaders. The Tunisian forces were defeated after a
battle near the site of Carthage, and the French decided to
make no advance until Charles of Anjou (now King of
Sicily) came with reinforcements. Every previous Crusade
had suffered from pestilence, and the Eighth Crusade was
like its predecessors in this respect. Disease spread through
the army and its victims were numbered by hundreds every
day. Louis himself was stricken with the fever and died a
few hours after Charles of Anjou reached Tunis.
When other expeditions had prepared to attack Egypt, a
contingent of Templars and Hospitallers had been sent to lend
their aid, but the military Orders could supply no representa-
tives from the East to co-operate in the Eighth Crusade.
The Orders had held on precariously to their few remaining
possessions in the belief that Louis would speedily come to
their rescue, and the diversion of the expedition to Tunis had
been regarded as a disaster. The command of the Crusade
devolved upon Charles of Anjou after the death of St. Louis,
and the Syrian Franks appealed to him to lead it to their
assistance before everything was lost. Charles had other
views. Almost all the territory in the East belonged to the
Temple or the Hospital, and Charles had no great love for
either military Order. He had embarked upon the Crusade
only because Louis forced him to do so, and now he was
anxious to return to his own kingdom. He made peace with
Mohammed of Tunis, adduced reasons to the pilgrims why
the Crusade should be postponed, and returned to Sicily.
Edward of England, who had joined the French at Tunis,
protested against this decision, and, although he had no more
than three hundred knights and nine hundred commoners, he
made for Acre in the spring of 1271. His coming was hailed
with jubilation by the exhausted Christians. The Moslems
were in the vicinity of Acre, and the loss of that port might
mean the end of the Latin kingdom. Edward felt confident
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